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faith. Faith, nothing else, enabled me to do so, and
now I am here in the bliss of the Master's presence."5

The World-honored One added : " Shariputra, thou
hast spoken well. Faith like thine, alone can save the
world from the yawning gulf of migration and enable
men to walk dryshod to the other shore."                  6

And the Blessed One urged to the villagers the ne-

' cessity of ever advancing in the conquest of sorrow

and of casting off all shackles so as to cross the river of

worldliness and attain deliverance from death.           7

Hearing the words of the Tathagata, the villagers
were filled with joy and believing in the doctrines of
the Blessed One embraced the five rules and took refuge
in his name.                                                              8

LXXXVI. THE SICK BHIKSHU.

An old bhikshu of a surly disposition was afflicted
with a loathsome disease the sight and smell of which
-was so nauseating that no one would come near him or
help him in his distress. And it happened that the
World-honored One came to the vihara in which the
unfortunate man lay; hearing of the case he ordered
warm water to be prepared and went to the sick-roorn
to administer unto the sores of the patient with his
own hand, saying to his disciples :                             l

"The Tathagata has come into the world to befriend
the poor, to succor the unprotected, to nourish those
in bodily affliction, both the followers of the dharma
and unbelievers, to give sight to the blind and enlighten
the minds of the deluded, to stand up for the rights of
orphans as well as the aged, and in so doing to set an
example to others. This is the consummation of his
work, and thus he attains the great goal of life as the
rivers that lose themselves in the ocean."                  2